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DETAILS

To learn more about
orienteering, visit the
Rocky Mountain Orien-
teering Club's website:
WWW.rmoc.org

Want to try orienteer-
ing? The next local
meet hosted by the
Rocky Mountain
Orienteering Club
will be Sept. 11 at Fox

. Run Regional Park.
All RMOC events offer
basic instruction and
courses for beginners.

ber of people who
love the seemingly
outdated art of ori-
enteering for the
challenge, sense of
adventure and sce-
nic opportunities.
Farfrom the tense,
uptight nature of
other sports events,
the atmosphere of
orienteering com-
petitions is remi-
niscent of summer
camp. Competitors
jogged around,
chatted and com-
pared notes before
they set off into
the forest. As each
one’s  designated

Competltors checked their tlmes and places after competmg in the RMOF this month
The five-day event is part of the North American Orlenteermg Festival.

tlme arrived, he or she grabbed a course
map, aligned the compass with north and
set off running. The bright colors of their
jerseys glinted between the trees before
they disappeared into the forest.
For each course, orienteers must reach a
series of points shown on a map, but are
left to choose the best route. The maps
they use are almost cryptic. Contour lines
- mark the slightest ridge or valley, and
various symbols and colors mark rocks,
dense forest, clearings, cliffs and man-
made objects. : :
The challenge of the sporr, is to calculate

The tools of orienteering, above, are a compass o
and a topographical map.

Some competitors wore qators, right, to protect
their shins while running through brush and over
rough terram i
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HAPPY TRAILS HANDIES PEAK

TRIP LOG

American Basin, from the
two-wheel-drive pull-off
- 3 boots

= 7.3 miles round-trip

- 2,800 feet of elevation
gain

Grizzly Guich

* 3 boots

+ 8 miles round-trip

+ 3,650 feet of elevation *
gain
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MORE ONLINE
All Happy Trails all the time at
gazette.com/outthere

For many outdoor enthusi-
asts, the San Juan Mountains

represent Colorado at its finest.

Rugged and remote, the state’s
Iargest unbroken mountain
range is a peak-bagger’s para-
dise, with 14 of the state's 54
fourteeners Many reqmre Iong

backpack trips, jarring drives up
rough four-wheel-drive roads

or frightening climbs with jaw-
dropping exposure.

Handies Peak, near Lake City

and just 4.5 hours from Colorado
- 149 through Lake City, then turn

Springs, requires none of the
above, making it a perfect place
to get acquainted with this leg-
endary mountain range. There
are two main routes up'the

14,048-foot peak, both walk-ups

requiring no technical climbing.

To get there

Head to Cafion City on Colorado
115, then take U.S. 50 through
Gunnison. Head south on Colorado

right on County Road 30. Follow
signs for Cinnamon Pass Road; and
take a right up to a parking area.
Passenger cars may want to park

at the Grizzly Gulch trailhead, a

slightly longer hiking route, or at

the turn-off for the road to the
American Basin trailhead, which

will add an additional 1.8 miles to
your day. Four-wheel-drive vehicles .
can contjn’ue to the trailhead.

The hike
Most people hike the trail from

SEE HAPPY TRAILS * PAGE 2






